CHAPTER XIX

(A.D. 1897-1915)

THE year A.D. 1897 marked the Diamond Jubilee of Her
Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, Queen and Empress, on
which occasion Thakors Sir Bhagwatsinhji of Gondal and
Sir Waghji of Morvi were each made the recipients of the
insignia of the G.C.I.E. at the hands of her Majesty in
England. In celebration of the Jubilee, Darbars were
held on June 21 at various centres throughout the penin-
sula. Colonel J. M. Hunter, C.S.I., was now appointed
Political Agent, and towards the end of the year H.E.
Lord Sandhurst, G.C.I.E., paid a visit to Kathiawad.
While at Rajkot he performed the opening ceremony of
the Rasul Khanji Hospital for Women, which had been
generously built for the good of the province by the
Nawab of Junagadh. He afterwards went to Junagadh,
and thence to Wadhwan, where on December 3 he cut
the first sod in the construction of the railway to Dhran-
gadhra, which was opened in the following year. Lord
Sandhurst paid a second visit to Rajkot in A*D. 1898,
when he opened the Bhavsinhji Hall of the Rajkumar
College, and unveiled a statue of Mr. Chester Macnaghten,
the late Principal, before the College entrance.

It was in A.D. 1899 that rules regulating the sale of
opium were finally sanctioned by the Government of
India and communicated to the States. The first agree-
ment made relating to the cultivation and sale of the
drug had been in A.D. 1820, but it was found that the
engagement was not adequately fulfilled, and in A.D. 1878
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